
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Principals’ News 
 

Cold Weather Reminder 

We hope that each family had a wonderful Thanksgiving 

Holiday! As the cold weather becomes the norm for the 

next few months, we want to remind parents that students 

need to come to school dressed appropriately for the 

weather. We will monitor the conditions each day to 

determine whether recess will be indoors or outdoors. 

The principals follow guidelines published by the Child 

Care Weather Watch 

and Iowa Department 

of Public Health. 

Wind-Chill 

standards come 

from the National 

Weather Service. 

An announcement 

will be made if 

recess is indoors. If 

no announcement is 

made, students are 

expected to come to 

recess prepared to go outside. In the event of school 

closing, Fairview will use several electronic means to 

notify the community of school closures should the 

weather dictate.  Sources will include mass phone 

communications, Twitter, and postings on the Fairview 

website (www.fairview.k12.il.us) and Emergency 

Closing Center 

(http://www.emergencyclosingcenter.com). 
 

 

 

Holiday Travel 

Because the loss of instructional time is not in a student's 

best interest, we discourage absences for family 

vacations, outings, ball games, performances, etc. during 

the school year and school day; particularly during the 

Holiday season.  

Students will be 

expected to complete 

work that was missed in 

a time frame arranged 

with the teachers upon 

return to school.  If the 

vacation is longer than 

ten days, the student will 

be withdrawn from 

school and will need to 

be re-enrolled.   

Chili’s Give Back Night 

Chili’s Restaurant at 5435 Touhy Ave. is joining Fairview’s 

Caring Committee to sponsor a Give Back Night to benefit The 

Skokie Clothing Closet.  We are 

encouraging families to eat out on 

December 3rd from 6:00-9:00pm; however, 

the benefit will be credited anytime you 

eat at the restaurant from November 28-

January 4.  You must have a voucher to 

give to your server and Chili’s will donate 

15% of the guest check to The Skokie 

Clothing Closet.  You received a copy of the voucher via e-

mail in November. Fairview will also be collecting NEW hats, 

gloves, and/or scarves for kids and adults on December 3rd at 

Chili’s.  We hope you can join us that night!  

 

By setting high expectations, teaching to the needs of 

learners, and embracing the richness of our cultural 

diversity, Fairview School District 72 creates a strong 

foundation for academic excellence and personal 

growth. 
-Fairview Mission Statement 

Fairview School District 72 
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Kids and Technology 

Originally posted June 13, 2012 by Alyssa Chirco on the 

website parentingsquad.com as the Top 10 Tech Safety 

Tips for Parents of Tweens and Teens 

1. Set the Ground Rules 

As soon as your children start to use the Internet, teach them 

some basic rules for online safety. While each family's specific 

rules might differ, important rules include: 

 

 Never share passwords 

 Don't enter personal information such as name and 

address. 

 Create user names that don't reveal your true identity. 

 Do NOT agree to meet a stranger you meet online in 

person. 

 Tell a parent or trusted adult if you encounter bullying or 

suspicious behavior. 

 
2. Understand the Technology  

Forget the "I'm too old to understand Facebook" excuse — if 

your children are using technology you don't understand, then 

it's time to take a computer or social media class at your local 

library or community college. 

According to What You Don't Know Can Hurt Your Kids, "there 

is no substitute for keeping up with technology." The article 

offers important information about the online threats that 

children face, and includes tips from experts about what 

parents need to learn in order protect teens online. 

 

3. Be Aware of ALL the Technology  

Today's mobile devices allow for online access anytime, 

anywhere, and parents need to realize that simply monitoring 

activity on the home computer is no longer enough. 

Smartphones, laptops, tablets, iPods, and even the Nintendo 

Wii and DS systems can all be easily connected to wireless 

Internet by tech savvy teens. 

Parents also need to be aware that many teens set up secret 

accounts. By creating multiple email accounts or turning to 

Twitter to communicate privately, teens can be creative when 

it comes to avoiding the watchful eyes of their parents. 

 

4. Set the Parental Controls 

If you want to automatically limit which types of online 

content your children can access, then you need to use 

the parental controls on your computer. And if your teens and 

tweens use smartphones or gaming systems, be sure to read 

this article on Setting Parental Controls on Mobile Devices as 

well. 

 

5. Install Monitoring Software 

By installing software such as the well-reviewed WebWatcher, 

parents can read emails and instant messages and monitor 

their child's online activity from any location. 

 

6. Monitor ALL Online Activity Closely 

When it comes to online safety for tweens and teens, there is 

no substitute for good, old-fashioned parental vigilance. And 

at this age, safety is more important than privacy.  

 Periodically view your browser's web history. 

 Visit the 

online 

communities your child uses to see what information 

they have shared. 

 Statistics show that most teens won't report suspicious 

online activity to their parents for fear of losing 

computer privileges, so keep the lines of communication 

open.  

 Privacy comes with maturity — and teens only deserve it 

when they demonstrate that they're ready. 

 

7. Know Who Your Kids Are Talking to Online 

Social networking sites allow teens to communicate instantly 

and innocently with their friends, but unfortunately, they also 

introduce the potential for predatory relationships. Chat rooms 

can be particularly dangerous, so be sure you know which 

ones your kids are entering and insist on knowing who they're 

talking to. 

For more tips on how to protect kids when they're socializing 

online, visit The Federal Trade Commission's 

website OnGuardOnline.gov. 
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8. Learn the Lingo 

Kids today have their own online language, and you can't 

decode a text or instant message if you still don't know what 

LOL means. Need a cheat sheet? Stay informed with this long 

list of Teen Chat Room Acronyms or get help from this article 

on Interpreting Internet Slang and Symbols. 

 

9. Use the Resources at Your Fingertips 

Cyber safety isn't a topic you need to tackle alone — there are 

lots of online resources devoted to helping parents learn about 

and address this tough issue. 

 CyberSavvy Sites to Help Parents Protect Kids 

Online lists a variety of online resources that promote 

cyber safety, including several that are targeted directly 

at young audiences. 

 Top 7 Websites to Teach Kids About Internet Safety lists 

websites where kids can play fun games and learn about 

online safety at the same time. 

 

10. Empower Them With Knowledge That Will 
Last a Lifetime 

By continually making online safety a priority, we can help 

tweens and teens learn to make better, safer choices. As 

parents, it's our job to protect our children from the threats 

that accompany today's technology — but more importantly, 

it is also our responsibility to teach them how to protect 

themselves. 

Parenting Resource 
 

Students will experience disappointments in life for many 

reasons such as not earning an expected grade, failure to make 

a team, a poor audition for a play, or not getting the “hot” gift 

for the Holidays.  Dr. Porter has put together a brief parenting 

resource pamphlet to assist you when helping your child 

manage life’s disappointments.  The document is available at 

http://goo.gl/Evxa38. 
 

 

Common Core State Standards 
 

As we having been talking about for many months, our 

curricula continue to be aligned to a new set of standards 

called the Common 

Core.  These are 

standards that have 

been adopted by 

many states around the country.  They will also be the 

basis for the new PARCC State of Illinois assessment 

that 3rd-8th graders will take in the spring.  The video 

available at the following link provides a brief overview 

if the standards, if you had not had the chance to 

familiarize yourself with them.  
http://vimeo.com/51933492 
 

 

5 Meaningful Holiday Traditions for Kids 
 

By Bethany Hardy 
 

1) Write an annual letter to your child. 

On my preschool-aged son’s first birthday, I started a tradition 

of writing him a yearly letter filled with my observations as his 

mom, as well as my hopes for his future.  

2) Do a Secret Santa gift exchange for charity. 

This year, when you draw names to determine who’s buying 

for whom, turn the tables. Instead of buying a present, make a 

donation or spend time volunteering for a charity of the 

giftee’s choice. 

3) Make a family walk an annual event. 

Walking is a great way to spend time with each other, let off 

steam, and work off those extra gingerbread cookies! Set aside 

time — even if it’s 30 minutes — to get outside and stretch 

your legs with the family.  

4) Leave a legacy that lasts (and helps the environment). 

Each New Year’s Day, plant a tree in honor of your child(ren).  

5) Take part in a community service project as a family. 

Designate a day that will be devoted to serving others in your 

community. Do some Web research to create a list of local 

options, then vote on the project you’ll complete as a family. 

 

 

As 2014 winds to a close, we hope that the year has been filled 

with many tremendous memories.  For those families 

celebrating holidays this month, we wish you wonderful 

gatherings.  May everyone have a peaceful, joyous start to 

2015! 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David L. Russo  Francisco Perez 
David Russo    Francisco Perez 

5-8 Principal   K-4 Principal 
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